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Salt Nicotine:5%
VVARNING: Puffs:~2500
This product contains nicotine. Capacity:7.0mi E-iquid
Nicotine is an addictive chemical ARG s =

m21-02-2024ﬁ®?§%ﬁﬁm IX814 GRT g% 1 HIS B! AT HR I8 T AT o AMHH D fawgd I:
BT HA TR AP 37 97161 & 3feR FUTT WS- 90 SH/aRa e & Yave FUTE 714 UIY 7Y | I /1A b
P DA .298871/- Ut Forl SRS R feran |
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Officers of Bengaluru City Customs rode
from Bengaluru to NACIN, Palasamudram
spreading the message “Say no to Drugs”
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ToK: ) PEOEO® _
HELLO, POLICE? SOMEBODY STOLE OUR COLOURS...

| recently came across a news piece from the USA which read "MBTA puts googly eyes on trains after 'public
suggestions'. This news was from the city of Boston in the USA where the local transport authority after two
months of playful protests by the locals, put Googly Eyes (Round white plastic objects, with round black parts
that move when shaken, that you can stick onto dolls or toys or other things to make their eyes) on front of the
local commuter trains as an initiative to bring moments of joy to our riders' daily commutes. The locals in their
demand for these googly eyes said that if the trains can't be reliable, at least they can be fun and bring a smile
to the faces of million commuters. This gave me a good chuckle and got me thinking about the state of things

(X

around us.

While this act of MBTA may sound silly, unnecessary & a waste of taxpayer's money to some, | find it to be the
need-of-the-hour because the world around us is going bland rapidly. A quick look at the new infrastructure
being made with modern design language will bring you to the realization that our surroundings are going
terribly boring right from our buildings to offices to restaurants to house décor. Case in point, Mc Donald's. |
still have fond memories of going to Mc Donald's as a kid to enjoy a Happy Meal every now and then, and
remember being overawed by the bright Red and Yellow coloured outlets with peculiar seating & store layouts
meant for kids and families. Compare that to now, Mc Donald's outlets have become a bland, neutral coloured
corporatized food stations meant for “Adults” and their boring conversations. The fun element is no more. And
this is not limited to Mc Donald's. Almost all the brands who once had iconic, creative & artistic logos are
redesigning them to be more modern, minimalistic and resultantly, boring. Although beauty lies in the eyes of
the beholder, but is there any option left for those who want to look at colours beyond neutrals?

The beauty of the world is characterized by colours. They are the metric with which newborns identify their
surroundings and as they grow, it becomes the most important part of their understanding of their world. Even
for adults, colours evoke emotions and indirectly play a part in their mental well-being. However, more and
more people are opting to make their home décor neutral coloured in the name of modern aesthetics. More
and more children are being brought up in such Beige colour houses, who will go to their Grey coloured
schools in their cars with Taupe interiors. This lack of colour around children will adversely affect their
development and for this, the relentless quest for modernism and social media influence is to be blamed for.
Surely neutral colours are soothing to the eyes, but that shouldn't be at the cost stunted development of
children.

And this problem is not limited to the colours only. Even the architecture has become modern and minimalistic
by losing creativity and artistry in collateral. Any city in the world which has its ancient architecture still intact is
instantly recognizable because this gives these cities their character. Be it houses, buildings or places of
worship of those time, all bear a distinct identity which is unique to those times and to those who built these
places. Compare such ornamented and detail-oriented architecture of those times to the modern one, each
building is a plain and soulless structure which just looks like any other and they all become a part of this
unaesthetic concrete jungle which we inhabit.

All this with the rapidly modernized look of public infrastructure makes me

scared of what the future holds. | think the times are serious enough without

the monochromatic and characterless surroundings to make things even

worse. So, let's take a pledge and unite like the Bostonians to put a lot of Pratishtha
! - . - : Stenographer Grade-II
Googly Eyes' in the world before it becomes a hellscape filled with angry Central Tax
adults brought up in boring surroundings. Bengaluru North West |§

Commissionerate |
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DO YOU COPY?

After due diligence humankind realized that we are
the descendants of the monkeys. If attention was
paid to our actions, we might have realized it much
earlier. We all have read in our childhood the story
of the monkey that throws the Hat in return of the

bananathrown atit.

We as humans carry out similar actions all through
our lives. We emulate everything right from our
early childhood. The way we sit, eat, write, facial
expressions etc. By the act of copying we learn new
things. We copy the thoughts even values and
beliefs from the surroundings. Slowly, we start to
think the way, | perceive things is the correct way
but the reality is we have only imitated the things
from our surroundings.

The problem does not arise as far as we think our
actions and thoughts are 'correct’ but the problem
arises once we start thinking that 'only our actions
and thoughts are correct, rest are wrong'. These
thoughts breed fanaticism. A simple emulation of
our surroundings to cynical levels may lead us to
bigotry.

WE ARE STENOS

We are Stenos
Pitman's pretty echoes
Who murders all kinds of grammatic rules?
And lives with the aura of codes...
We are Stenos
Challenges BOLT with BOLDS
Takes pride in coding words
But toils in decoding our Brahmi Scripts...
We are Stenos
With Short of hands
Does multiple feats
Without the taste of gifts...
We are the dancing deers,
Whose ears on the hanging buzzers...
We are the conversational Cuckoos,
With mouths in the ringing phones...
Ultimately, we are Stenos,
who Always on toes....

Yashwanth Velpula|
Stenographer Grade-I{ |\ -

O/o The Principal Chief Commissioner |
of Central Tax Bengaluru §

We are afraid of the belief system that does not support our beliefs. Let us get into a scenario where aliens
have established contact with us and informed that they are visiting us for a friendly chit chat. We as
humans will nurture all kinds of negative thoughts in our head. The world's armoury will be ready for all
gunsto go blazing at them. Maybe they really are only for a cordial meet.

This is because all our lives we have been fed with the thought that what doesn't match our thoughts or
what we can't comprehend is bound to negatively impact us. Were we ever taught to embrace what doesn't
harmonize with our established comprehension?

Capitalism breeds on humankinds innate craving to mimic someone's attainments. Do we really need those
many things in our lives? Did you really need the new fancy car you bought? Even at the national levels the
acts are echoed. Don't the nations buy a lot of armoury because the neighbouring nation bought it? The
armoury may not suit the nation's requirement but for the sake of it; giving benefits to certain firms which
could have been utilized in other areas.

In the Cold War era, the warring factions (The Unites States of Americs and Russia (then USSR) had nuclear
warheads to destroy the Earth many times. Sorry, you could destroy the Mother Earth only once. Even the
citizens were like if they got 10 we want 20.

Nature has given us the ability to imbibe new learnings through the simple acts of emulation, but we were
born to be originals. We must stand out with our thoughts. Stand out with our approach. Not all is to be

learnt some must be created. We need to get out of the Ctrl+C and Ctrl+V approach at all times.
Itis better to fail in originality than to succeed in imitation -Herman Melville

Do you copy?
Gaurav Singh
Inspector |
City Customs Commissionerate
Bengaluru |
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